UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA DE AMBATO

FACULTAD DE CIENCIAS HUMANAS Y DE LA EDUCACION

CARRERA DE PEDAGOGIA DE LOS IDIOMAS NACIONALES Y

EXTRANJEROS

Proyecto de Trabajo de Graduacion o Titulacion previo a la obtencion del
Titulo de Licenciado/a en Pedagogia dédlioma Inglés.

Theme: ASHORT STORIES AND THE ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARY

Author: Vallejo Mera Christian Patricio

Ambatoi Ecuador

2021



SUPERVISOR APPROVAL

CERTIFY:

I, Lcda. Mg.Sarah Izeholder of the 1.D No050174106Q in my capacity as
supervisor of the ReseBHORhSTORIESAND THEt i 0o n
ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARYd i nv e s tGhrstan Patriciob\allejo
Merawith I.D No. 1804326476 confirm that this research report meets the technical,
scientific and regulatory requirements, so the presentation of it is authorized to the
corresponding organism in order to be submitted for evaluation by the Qualifying

Commission appointed by the Bdaof Directors.

Mg. Sarah Jacqueline Iza Pazmifio
SUPERVISOR



DECLARATION PAGE

I decl are this under gSHAQRTUWSADRES ANDs ser t a
THE ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARY6 6 i s t he r eigvedtdatiomf t he

and haseached the conclusions and recommendations described in the present study.

Comments expressed in this.report are

Vallejo Mera Christian Patricio
[.D. 1804326476
Author



TO THE DIRECTIVE COUNCIL OF FACULTAD DE CIENCIAS

HUMANAS Y DE LA EDUCACION

The Board of Directors which has received the defense of the research
dissertation with the purpose of obtaining the academic degree with the 8Bp@RT
STORIES AND THE ACQUISITION OF VOCABULARY whi ch S hel
Christian Vallejo undergraduate studefiom Carrera dd’edagogia de los Idiomas
Nacionales y Extranjerpacademic periodctubre 2020 febrero2021, and once the
research has been reviewed, it is approved because it complies with the basic,

technicalscientific,and regulatory principles.

Therefore, the presentation before the pertinent organisms is authorized.

Ambato,March2021

REVISION COMMISSION

Mg. Veronica Chicaiza Mg. Ximena Calero

Reviser Reviser



COPYRIGHT REFUSE

I, Christian Vallejo I.D. N° 1804826476, Confer the rights of this
undergraduate dissertatiohDl SCOVERY STRATEGI ES AND THE
SKI LLO, an dtotd regroduztion ar gart of it, s long as it is in accordance

with the regulations of theniversidad Técnica de Ambato, without any kind of profit

from it.

Christian Vallejo
I.D. 1804326476
AUTHOR



DEDICATION

This researt is dedicated to
my family that always have helped me
to fulfill my dreams of becoming an
English teacher. They always have
guided me in everything thegould,
and | just want tosay that | amso
grateful for that.This investigation is
also dedicated to mylassmates and
friends that stayed along with me
throughout my career sharing with me
both good andad moments that we

faced without giving up

Christian

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

| want tothank all my teachers
from fiCarrera dePedagogia de Los
IdiomasNacionales y Extranjeros a s
they have taught me how to become a
great English teacher and a better
personl would alsolike to extend my
special thanks to miutor Mg. Sarah
Iza who guided me to successfully

complete this research project.

Christian

vii



Table of Contents

COVER PAGE..... ..t r e e e st e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s e smmnn e [
SUPERVISOR APPROVAL..... .ottt mmnn e ii
DECLARATION PAGE.... ... i

TO THE DIRECTIVECOUNCIL OF FACULTAD DE CIENCIAS HUMANAS Y DE LA

EDUCACION . ...t eeetet et e et seanss et et ese et e et e s asssteanasseesee s ensatesae s anesrennanas iv
DEDICATION ..ttt e ettt s e e e e e e e e e et e e e e s b a e mme e e e e s e be e r e s e e e eeeeeanees Vi
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS . ... e e e e e et e e e e e e et e eeeesr b s e e e e s amaeasseaeeeaeeeeeed Vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS....citiiiiieieieiiiiiisiiimeme e snisnienns s ssssnnssnsssssssenss s VI
INDEX OF FIGURES TABLES AND ANNEXES......uututitmiiiiiiiiiiiieeissisieeiireinesneeses e s s smmmeenens X
AB ST RAC T .ttt e e e e et et e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeeeaaaeaas Xi
CHAPTER Lottt e e ee ettt ettt r e s e e e e eaaaa e et e e e e e eeteeeseebaban s amrrennnas 1
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ..ottt eeeeas e e e e e e e e e een et mmmennee 1
1. 1INVESTIGATIVE BACKGROUND......cituteiuitesterateeaninnaeesseeesseeesneeesneeesssnsnnsssesesesansessnns 1
1.2 TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION ....ttiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeiieiimmtiee s e e e e e e e siinnne e 4
L.BOBJIECTIVES. ..titiiiiiiiieeee ettt e e e e 20
1.4DESCRIPTION OF THE BLFILLMENT OF THE OBJECTIVES.........cccuvririirnireieeinnsininnnens 21
CHAPTER 1ttt e ettt e et e b e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeanneeeaas 22
METHODOLOGY ... .ttt e e e e e et e ettt emmt e e e ettt b e e e e e e e e teanaesaeeeeeeeeeeesnnnnannnes 22
2. LRESOURCES .. .uttiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt re e e e e e 22
2. 2IMETHODS. ..1ttteeiiititi et e ettt e e e e e e e e 25
CHAPTER ettt et e e et ettt et b e s e e e e e amaaa s s e e e e eeeeeeeeensnbannnsnmmnnes 28

viii



RESULTS AND DISCUSSION......coiiiiiiiiiiiiirieee bbb sesnraee 28

3.1 ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS....0utrtrreeeriiiieeieeeesimasrerieeereeneesasasssssnessmnees 28
3.2INTERPRETATION OFDATA ...eutiiuiiiieestiesteesteesmeaeesteasteaneeesseaneesnessenesessessseesseeneesnees 29
3.3VERIFICATION OF THEHYPOTHESIS ...c.tteteeittenieestee e smeneeaneeseeesneesneeseeeseeemnneeeneeenes 35
1O 7 I T PP PPPPR PR 39
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ...ttt e e e eeeeeeeeaeeeeees 39
4. L CONCLUSIONS .. ...iiiitttrrirresees e irss bbb s e e e e s e et s ennr s e s s e e e et e et e e e e e e e e e s snmrseeeeeae s 39
4. 2 RECOMMENDATIONS......uuttttrurrieritiiiitisesstssrsssrerett et resae s e s s s st et e et s e e ae s e e e e e s s s s s s smneas 41
RETEIENCES. ...ttt e e s e e e e s e e e e e e 42
ANNEXES. ...ttt e e r e e e e e et e e e raan e e e e e e e e e e s s s sssmnneeneeeeeee s HO



Index of Figures, Tables and Annexes

Figure 1-Studentsclassification according to the pieS & G Q .&....NJB.A.dz. 304

Figure2SdzRSy G aQ Of I aaA FA OIS 2yQ [30.ORBNRk8gHa (0 2

Figure 3- Comparison between the scores of the pre and-fess...........ccoveveeee. 34
Table 1- POPUIALION.........cco e 27
Table2WSLINB&SY Gl GA2Y ..2.F..4{.0.dzRS.y.0.4.0...ANI2R S
=10 Lo o I () PSP 38
ANNEX 1: PROCESS TO ADAPT THE.TEST.....cooviiiiiiiieieeeeie e 48
ANNEX 2: SHORT STORY. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e aeaees 49
ANNEX 3: ADAPTED QUIZ ON GOOGLE EQRMS........ooviiiiiieiiiieeieieeeeeeeeeee, 50
ANNEX4 h/ ! .'[!tw, hC ¢19 {Ihwe¢ {.¢hw.,...d61
ANNEX 5: CHARACTER OF CASE IDENTITY .ccoiiiiii e 52
ANNEX 6: ACCOMPANIMENT ON GOOGLE.EORMS........cooiiiiiiien 53
ANNEX 7: RESEARCH EVIDENCES.........outiei e 54

a

/1 {9

i K

r—



ABSTRACT

The current research named AShort st
is focusedto demonstrate that short stories can be used to acquire vocabulary. This
research project was carried dbe studentsn the students of the"ssemester of
fiPedagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjg@rosa t AUni ver si dad
Ambata The methodologies that were applied during thsearch processedboth
qualitative and quantitative approachgle researcher applied a gest whichmade
it possibleto know the vocabulary knowledge students Haenceforth the students
had to read a short story while being guided by theagher within this process. After
that, a postest was applied to know whether there was an improvement or not. This
research project concluded that short stories contribute to the acquisition of vocabular.
Still, to have thispositiveresult, it is esserdl to guide students during the reading
process so that they are not only able to read the stories but to understand them while
acquiring vocabularyTherefore, it can be said that teachers can use short stories to
not only improve the acquisition of voaahry but as tools in the English learning

process.

Keywords: Short stories, vocabulary, target langubsggening tools, English

learning process

Xi
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CHAPTER |

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

1.1Investigative Background

There hd been some research works regarding the use of short stories

to improve the acquisition of English.

Rodriguez (2017 in his research worki St udent s Language
Devel opment t hr ostaged the® the use of Shod istoriess 0
improves the acquisition of English improves the language usage of the
students. The researcher applied short stories to 52shineéster studends a
University in Colombia. The results were positive as they aadjuréot of
vocabulary through reading and listening. This helped them to improve their
communication skills with the target language. Therefore, it can be said that
the use of short stories in this group of students bettered their English skills as
they wee able to communicate more dgsit is also important to state that the
research also allowed them to understand the importance of literature in

language acquisition.

Rahma (2020) in heesearch workittedii Usi ng Onl i ne Short ¢
to Promote Studet s 6 R e a dasseged tHa the us® of online short
stories in the students made them realize the importance of having reading
habits. This research was carried out at a private university in Padang, West
Sumatra, Indonesia with 24 studeims$he second semester. At the end of the

research, it was found that the students were more willing to read English
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materials for pleasure and, they improved their reading times. Consequently, it can be
said that the use of online short stories has positive gfbacboth, improving the

reading time spent by the students and creating reading habits. It is also essential to
recall that online shorts stories are widely available on the web so students can choose

stories that interest them a lot.

Biswas & Rahman(2020) in theirresearch worki Teac hi ng of Gr &
t hr ough S Houndthat $hortestoriegased@ potential tool to teach grammar in
an EFL classroom. The results were positive, but they still have room for improvement
as the researchers asserted. Short stories helped the teachers to avoid using traditional
methodologies to teach their classes but because of theofaoksources, the
reearchers could not carry out in more schools as they hoped. Therefore, it can be
concluded that short stories have a wide variety of uses that goes further than just
reading. It helps students to learn both grammar and vocabulary in context, so they

improwve their overall English skills.

Parvareshbar & Ghoorcha@016 in theirresearchwori The ef f ect of
short stories on vocabul ardgscrbeétlartmiugeg o f
of short stories enhanced the acquisitbaocabulary in EFL learners. This study was
carried out with two classes of 25 students. One class was the control group and the
other was the experimental group. At the end of the experimentxpiegiraental
group showed a considerable improvement in comparison to the control group.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the use of short stories improves the acquisition of
vocabulary. ltis alsoimportant to state that the story must be carefully eh@® that

the students will be willing to read it and hopefully, they will acquire vocabulary.



Ceylan (2019 in his research workiUsing short stories in reading
skills clas® asserted that the use of short stories improves the linguistic
understanding of the students. This research work was carriedfosiyh
students of firsiyear studentsit Bulent Ecevit UniversityAt the end of the
study, it was found that students arerenmotivated by the fact that the stories
areentertainingand they can learn English without being focused on the more
mechanical aspects of language acquisition. Another positive aspect is the fact
that students can get to know the culture of different countries through reading.
Therefore, it can be concludduit short stories can be used as tools to improve
language acquisition because they can see the language in use and learn it
without realizing it. Still, the teacher must guide within this process and he or

she should carefully choose the reading mattvati suits students' interests.



1.2 Technical Scientific Foundation

Independent Variable

English skills

These are a set of four English skills as it is stated by Morehouse (2017), these
skills allow a foreign language learner communicag with L2. It is important to
remember that L1 is the mother tongue, the language a person learned when he or she
was a tild. L2 is the acquired language, it can be from childhood or learned after

sometime. To master a language, all four English skills should be learned.

These skills can be divided in:

Productive skills are the ones that produce new content. Bkitlseare used

to communicate ideas, feelings, facts, opinjamsl so on.

Receptive skills are about obtaining new information by listening or reading,

the person is understanding what the other is tryimghomunicate.

Productive skills:

Speaking skil According to Fattal{2016) it is the ability to communicate

oneds ideas, t h o u g and sverything ek desirgssin ai spokem r ma t

Communications a tweway process which implies that at least two people
must participate in this procekss also important to know that the produced language
mustbe understandable, so it needs to have the right pacing, grammar, spaling

so on(Florez, 1999)



Writing skill: Olson (2020) It is the process of rendering language
visible. During this process, one can exprédsas, thoughts, feelings

information.

As stated byNaveed (2016)t is important to have good writing skills
becausgin that way, people will be able to easily understand what the writer
IS trying to communicate. It is also stated that it takes time to master this skill
so the more a writer writes, the betterdnderwritings will be. The sentences
must be arrangedogically; they alsomust feature correct grammar so the

message could get through to the reader.

-Receptive skills:

Listening skill: According Saricoban & Metin (2000}t is an active

procesahich enables the listeners to understand what other psugle

Somepeople had problems with this skill as they get distracted when
the process is happening, they also do not wait for the speaker to finish
communicating his or her ideas, thoughts. They answer an incomplete message
which could lead to some problems such msscommunications or

misunderstandings among the speakes/eed 2012)

Readingskill: According toCline et Al.(2008, it is an activeprocess
which involves decoding symbals find their meaning. During this process,
the reader recognizes the woleading to the development of comprehension

what is being read.

As stated byClark & Rumbold (2008 this skill should be learned when

children are young as it is the age where tteaygrasp the knowledge of a



great variety of topics. When readers understand their readings, they can identify facts.
Theycanjudge the text and connect it with other passages. Therefore, as they age, they
will have ausefulskill which will help them throughout their lives as they will be able

to quickly acquire new knowledge.

Reading

It is en activeprocess of lookingit symbols and getting meaning outtbém
Students who have reading halug reachlone so when they eugiven a text, there
are little to no problemsThat is why, the reading materialust be carefully and
thoughtfully chosen so the little motivation the students have, will not get lost by a
reading that was badly chos@iakeley2014). It is also impomnt to say that students
need to be familiarized with their readingsd they would need to be assessed after
the reading process has finished knowing if they have learned something from the text

whether is just an idea or just new grammar\amchbulary.

Therefore, it is important to create reading habits so that students realize that
reading is not a task but rather a hobby. They should know that they can learn about a
great variety of topics through reading and it will be even better ifdaeydo it with
L2 as it would mean that they have acquired enough skills to be able to read in the

second acquired language.

Literature

Regarding the written part, literature is one of the ways that people had been
using through the years to communicatexico dictionaries (2019) states that

literature is written works tharethoughtfully and artistically written. Therefore, it



can be said that it is a complex way to communicate information as it aims to

delight the reader while doing reading some lita&

Types of literature

Kingsbury, M. (2019) stated that there are two major types of literature,
which are norfiction and fiction. Writers can unleash their creativity within
books but without genres, it would be difficult for potential readers tonfhat
they are looking to read. Therefore, these genres are used to help readers to

find something appealing to read.

Nonfiction

These types of readings are mostly used for academic purposes.
Students will mostly read nefiction text within their learmg age and it will
even continue in their professional lives. Las Positas College (n.d.) states that

there are many nefiction texts which are going to be explained below.

Essays: These asoe of the most common works. They express the
aut hor 6andaapvany in emgth. There are also many forms of essays,

such as narrative, argumentatiaed cause and effect.

Articles: These are mostly published within newspapers and magazines
and are mostly used to explain a topic to a group of students. diteeb®th
factual and argumentative articles. The former one tries to be as objective as
possible without bias by the author. The latter one gives information about a

topic with some opinion by the writer.

Nonfiction Books: These are mostly used as souofesformation.

Some of them give a background about a topic or can tell stories about a person

7



|l i ke memoirs or bibliographies. These ar

they are nosiction.

Anthologies: These books are mostly a compilatibworks by some authors.
An anthology may have works that haae€ommon topic or were written during a

period.
Fiction

The Encyclopedia Britannica (2019) states that this literature is created from
the imagination. These works may be basedanething that happened in real life,
but it has fiction elements. Las Positas College (n.d.) states that there are some types

of literature in the fiction genre.

Drama: This work of fiction is mostly intended to be performed, so there are

dialogues, sceise settings that would be followed.

Novels: These works have the length of a book. Therefore, both the characters
and plot will be thoroughly developed and as a result, the readers will be rmoked

the story.

Short stories: These readings hke novels, but they are smaller, so neither
the plot nor the characters will have too much development. Still, the reader can be

interested as these stories will also try to have the readtention.

Poems: These woskmost of the time follow a rhythmic pattern and they are

intended to be performed.
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Short stories

Hansen (2019) stated th&bst stories are readings that possesst ofthe
features of long books butasummarized wayl he short story mostly dealstivi
only a few characters and there are only a few episodes. Still, the importance of this
literary genrelies in thefact that they should be able to gavtulfilling feeling

to the readers as if they have read a fully lengthen novel.

Therefore, these stories providea rewarding experience while
considerably shorter than noveldhichmeans they are an excellent chdime
beginnersPardere (2010) stated thdiost storiesare easier to read and they
also canbe usedo acquire vocabuly andto create reading habits atttht
will aid them to master the language. It is important to know that learners of a
second languagmustread to acquire vocabulary, stiif they do not have
enough level, they will have problems understanding long and complex

readings.

Kohan & Pourkalhor(2013) stated some advantages of using short
stories to teach English such as raising cultural awaremes$ecreasinghe
| earnersd anxiety. There are also other
like the fact that students get in contact with the langw@agdearners can

dwell in fictional word as theymustpicture what they reaiah their minds.

Features of shw stories.

According to Blackeley (2015) there some characteristics that short

stories should have to be considered part of the genre.



Length: Short stories should have between 1600 and 20000 words to be
considered a short storyfhis has not always been accepted as one of the most
important authors of this genre, Edgar Allan Poe stated that short stories should

take from 30 minutes to two hours to read.

Subject: Short stories mostly focus on just one subject. There can be a great
variety of topics for these stories from a daily routine to a story full of fantastic
elements. Still, these stories should be containgldeplot so that theila small, yet

interestingnarrative.can be thoughtfully developed.

il n medi a rneesmplies, ghert storieg arerimitedength, so they
mostly focus on just one plot and there is no room for focusinglternative or
complementary plotst is also essential to know that some short stories may start and

end abruptly and not much tenoccurs within the plot.

Limited number of character# is also essential to know that due to the
shortness of this genre, there must not be lots of deasasecause it is not possible
to have character development. The plot will be bogimen, and the readers will

have problems trying to keep up with the story.

Therefore, there are many different features that short stories should have to be
considered as part of the genre. On the other hand, it is not possible to avoid the fact
that the studens not only need to readhe storiesput they must alsde able to
comprehend them. To do sbey need to be engagedthe plot and in the future,

reading willhopefullybecome a hobbgnd not a mandatory activity
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As Rodriguez (2017) stated, the resgimateriad should be carefully
chosen so that it aims to both the interests and level of the stutlests are

some features that short stories provide to the students, andteese

To promote creativityThere are lots of reasewhy people like to read,
one of them is the fact that the readers can dwell in a word full of fantasy and
they can wanderdm reality. Therefore, short stories should aim to promote

originality so that students can be more creative.

To be of eag comprehensianShort stories are not as extensive as
novels, so it means that their plot is way easier to keep up. Consequently, it
means that the readisghould be easy to read so that students and comprehend

them without too much difficulty.

To learn new wordsOne of the biggest difficulties that students
experiencewhen theyread is the lack of vocabulary. Short stories should
providethemwith vocabulary in context so even if they do not fully understand
a word, they can try to guess their meanangd then, they will be able to get

to comprehend that part of the story.

Therefore, short readings while smaller than novels stlteable to
provide a rewarding plot. There are many possible uses for this genre in the
classroom. If the ains to learn vocabularythe reathgs materials should be
aimedatthe level of the readers and their interests as Wethat way, students
will want to read more about it, and they will feel engagednsine endthey
will learn more vocabulary. The other three English skills will be improved as
well asthe fact thapossessing a good lexicon will greatly improve both the
Englishcommunicaibn and comprehension process.

11



Dependent variable

Language

According to Cambridge, language is the method of human communication, it
can be spoken or written. It is made up of words in a specific order. Also, Sapir E.
(1954) states that language is the \wapple express themselves. Therefore, it makes
communication a process of emitting and receiving signals to communicate ideas and

thoughts.

Therefore, it can be concluded that language itself, is a way to transmit
information among humans. This informati@an be feelings, opinions, attitudes,
facts and so on. Humans can either speak or write or use different ways to

communicate what was stated before.

Chomsky (2003, pg. 159), states that within the brain or the mind, there is a
part that dealgspecially with the use of the language. He also states that language is

what differentiates humans from animals.

In conclusion, there are a lot of factors that affect or aid the acquisition of the
second language, that is whaylearner needs master alfour skills so that he or she

cancommunicate easily his or her ideas, thoughts, desires, feeimdjso on.

Communication

Communication involvethetransmission of verbal and neerbal messages.
It consists of a sender, a receiv@nda channel of communication. In the process of
transmitting messages, the clarity of the message may be intesfigheat distorted

by what is often referred to as barriers.

12



According to Munodawafa (2008), healthy communication seeks to
increase knowledgeagn. This is the minimum expectation and acceptable
requirement to demonstrate that learning has taken place following an
intervention using communication. Once knowledge gain is established, it is
assumed that the individual will use the knowledge whemt#ed arises or at

an opportune time.

There are four different categories of communication according to
Willkomm (2018), which are used mvariety of ways butn the end, their

objective is to communicate information.

Verbal communication

This categoryis about communicating with a person using words.
According to Willkomm (2018), there can be many ways to speak with a person
and it is not essential to havéaeto-faceconversation. For instance, a person
can use a telephone or a video conferencimgieation like Zoom, Apple

Facetime, Google Meet, Microsoft Skyme Google Duo.

It is also not possible to forget the fact that there are both informal and
formal conversations. The former one can occur when a person is
communicating personal ideasddriend or family. The latter occurs within

work environments where business meetings take place.

Nonverbal communication

According to Nordquist (2020), this is category is about sending
information without using words, neither speaking nor writing. -Merbal

communication is mostly used to emphasize verbal communicatory

13



gestures and body language which sometimes can even communicate more than some

people would think.

One essential is aspect is the fact thewemal communication workegether
with verbal communication to send a message. Therefore, there must be an agreement
within these two communication categories so that the message will not be

misunderstood by the person who receives the message.

Visual communication

According to Wilkkomm (2018), it is the use of pictures, drawings, graphics
and so on, to communicate information. This category of communication is useful for
some people as it helps them to better understand the information better than other
communication categorieSitill, it is not possible to avoid the fact that sometimes, it

can have the opposite effect as the aids will just confuse the communication process.

There are countless examples of visual communication, such as signs,
advertisements, pictures, televisi@amd even social networkbat use visual aids to
communicate information in one way or another. Pictures can sometimes communicate
a lot more information than wordsan For example, a picture within an advertisement
can create a desire to buy somethirgj thay or may not be needed at all; this could

be done without even saying a single word.

Written communication

Another category is written communication. According to Willkomm (2018),
it is all about writing symbols such as letters and numbers to traimgonmation.
Books, memosemails, blogs, lettersand so on, are used to sh#ne information

which a person can read.

14



It is also essential to know that it is essential to know how to correctly
write so that the information will not be misunderstooder&fore, a well
written message requires to have correct grammar, punctuatidrspelling

so the ideas can be easily understood by the person who reads the message.
Words

According to the Cambridge Advanced Learners Dictionary,
vocabulary is defined aké words of a language that are used by a particular
person. Another definition given by Banhart (1968) defines vocabulary as set
words used by person that helpthe individual to communicate. Therefore,
vocabulary can be defined as the words withiarggliage that are used by a
person to communicate different ideas and thoughts to another person or a
group of people. This process can occur in a written or a spoken way and it is
not essential to have faceto-face conversation because a person can use
different mediums to transmit his or her ideas suchhasnternet through

videoconferences or with a telephone.

When a child starts to learn to speak, threysthave enough vocabulary
to communicate their basic needs but still, they cannot talk mose dintle
anything more than that. As they age, they start to learn new words so that they
cancommunicate their ideas more effectively. This process occurs within the
schools where students improve their communication skills with the
acquisition of new gramanr structures and words which later will help them in

their day to day lives.

Therefore, words are the vocabulary that a language pesses
language can both ndyorrowed and borrowed. The latter means that

15



originally, the language did not have a wdod something, so it had to borrow the
word fromamot her | anguage to be able to refer

languages have borrowed words.

According to Nordquist (2019), most of them are not given back as English has
borrowed lots of wordgdm other languages such as French, Spanish, Italian, German
and so on. These filoand words have not be
the lexicon of English speakers and it will hard to create new words to exchange for
the borrowed ones. Still, it is not a big issue to have loan words within langsiage a
the end, it just shows that language is rich enough to have words to refer to almost

anything.

Vocabulary acquisition

Vocabulary acquisition is one of the essential parts of learning a langA\sge
it is stated byconzalez& Schmitt(2017),it is essetial to know the meaning of words,
their usageand pronunciatiornWhen a person knows vocabulary, he orcdreuse it
productively and receptively. Theyso stated that people learew wordsetter when

they use thie vocabularyto communicate

Erlandsson & Wallgren (2017%tated thatthere is a relationship between
reading and the acquisition of vocabulary. Sometimes it occurs both incidentally and
intentionally as reademnustunderstand most of the words to get the grasp of the
reading. It is not possible to avoid the fact thatehmeust be prior knowledde acquire

new vocabulary because if not, new connectoamotbe made.
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According to Boers (2018)hére ardwo waysfor studentdo acquire
vocabulay in the classroom, it is recommended tohatato teach it so that teacher

can be sure that learners are acquiring new vocabulary.

Incidental vocabulary learning

According to Ramos & Dario (2015hcidental vocabulary accgition
occurs through indirect exposition to words. It means that vocabulary is not the
main objective of the language learning process. Learners most of the time
assume the meaning of the word because they can understand the context where
it appears. Therefore, the learners should have multiple exgésihe words
in different contexts so th#ttey can acquire the new wotd.the end, learners

will be able to know how to use the words in a productive and receptive way.

Intentional vocabulary learning

Hung(2015)stated that intentional vocabulary learning refers to the act
of teaching words effectively rather than expecting students to learn
vocabulary in context. Teachers can use flashcards or word games to teach
vocabulary. Learners need the meaning and thgeusiathe word to be able to
use it productively and receptively. Therefore, a teaching technique should be
used to teach vocabuladeliberately Studies have shown that intentional
vocabulary teaching is more effective than incidental techniques.aStilhe
process of language acquisition continues, it is not possible to always teach
vocabulanpurposefuly, consequentlylearners are required to learn in context

as they previously did with L1.
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Regardindfirst language acquisitiogccording to Choi (@16) when a child
starts to learn their first language, he or she starts to learn new words to express their
necessities to their parents. As the child ages, his or her parents will teach him or her
new words and their meaning so that the kid can expssctly his or her ideas.
This processs most of the time incidental as there is no formal instruction. Still, it
will becomean intentional process as the child wabntinueto learn the language
within the educational centers like the school where children aatjuire new

vocabularnythat will be used foboththe rest of theistudies andives.

As for second language vocabulary acquisition, Nagy (2001) stated the second
language acquisition cartcuratdifferent times. Some children learn since their birth
and sometimes thesanbecome bilingualsHe also states that vocabulary is one of the
key elements in the learning of the second language, as it links all the four core English
skills, which are listening, speaking, reading, and writifignerefore, viaen young
learners acquire new vocabulanyL1 or L2, they should also learn how to use them

in a way that they can communicate using those words.

According to the Florida Atlantic University (28), children who start
becoming bilinguals at a young age, have more possibilities of mastering both
languages than a child who learns the language when he or she is older. Still, for most
people it is not possible to raise children within a bilingualieonment, but when
they begin theiformal education, it would be best to have them within a bilingual
education schooso hopefully they will be able to communicate with the target

language effectively

To conclude, there are different ways to acquee vocabulary. Sometimes it

is throughacquisitionas people live in environments where more than one language
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is spoken. People also learn a new language incidental and intentional
way in schools and through thiur-languageskills, new vocabulary is
acquired. It is not possible to avdide factthat the use of regdskills with
books, novelsand short storiewill greatly improve the acquisition vocabulary

as some studies have been made about it.
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1.3 Objectives
GeneralObjective

1 To analyze thanfluenceof using short stories in the acquisition
of vocabularyin the students of thé"semester ofiPedagogia de los Idiomas

Nacionales y Extranjerogtii Uni ver si dad T®cnica de An

Specific Objectives

1 To sustain theoretically the use of short storieeasingtools.

1 To identify the incidence of vocabulary in reading

comprehension

1 To demonstratdhe effectivenesf using short stories in the

acquisition of vocabulary
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1.4 Description of the fulfillment of the objectives

Tofind outthe influence of using short stories in the acquisition of vocahulary
it was neessary to gather information regarding baghics This knowledge allowed
the researcher to apply both a pre and-pesis thagr aded studentso
knowledge. The scores of the pos$t made it possible to find whether there is

relationship between the acquisition of vocabulary and sharnies.

To sustain theoretically the use of short stories as a readindghteaksearcher
had to carefully find information about the use of short stories as English learning
tools.Thanks to this, it was possible to determine that short stories cesedb¢o fulfill

different purposes in the learning process of the English language.

To identify the incidence ofocabulary in reading comprehensiah was
essential to use both a pre and gest as thistesyr aded studentso
knowledge in a reading text. If studentnfully comprehend the text, they would be

able to successfully complete the vocabulary test.

To demonstrate the effecBmess of short storieg the acquisition of
vocabulary it was necessary to make students read a shorttstéind out whether
they had acquired new vocabulary knowledge. This would be found out through the

comparison of the scores both the-ed postests.
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CHAPTER I

METHODOLOGY
2.1Resources
To fulfill this research project, it was necessary to use the following resources.
Human Resources:

A Researcher
A Research tutor

A Student s
Bibliographic Resources

A Books
A Journal s

A Articles
Technological Resources

A Computer

AE-books

AA Short story (A case of Identity [Sir Arthur Conan Doyl
ACommunication apps

AMeeting apps

AOnline form sites (Google forms)
Institutional Resources

A Technical University of Ambato
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Pre-test & Posttest

Thetestwasadapted fronthevocabulary section of the reading part of
the PET exam It was usedas both the préest and the pogest Still, it is
important to statehe usage of thi€ambridgeexam it evaluateghe four
language skillslts results indicatéhat the testakers have mastered the basic
English skills and now he or sheasa B1 level according to the common
European framework of languages.
For thisresearch projecit was only necessary to adapé vocabulary
partof the reading section of the PET examislthe fifthpart,and it has text
with 10 gapseach havéour possible choices anddttakersmustread the text
to choosdahe wordthatsuits best in the blank sections of ttext These gaps
are mostly intended to test vocabulary, but prepositions, modal verbs,
pronouns, and connectives are tested as well.
To adapt the test, it was required to use a short story and four PET
exams from Cambdge University. Therefore, from tbereading sections, ten
questions of the vocabulary parts were selected alongside a Sherlock Holmes
short story to evaluate students (see annex 1). Still, it is also essential to state
the fact that the vocabulary quests remained the sanas they were only
adapted to the text whichisar agment of the short story
which belongs to the book AThe Adventure

2). Students had to take this quiz in a Godgtenulary (see annex 3).

Short Story

The second essential material used in this research project was a

Sherlock Holmes short storfts namei s A A case of identityo

23



Arthur Conan Doyle, it was first published in September 1891 in the UKerSténd
Magazine(see annex)2 This story was selected as it features both common and new
vocabulary, so it helps students to improve their overall English skills. It ia asib-
known story of Sherlock Holmes and besides, it is easy to comprehenf@gasines

neither too many characters nor a complex plot.
Accompaniment

To help the students with comprehension of the Sherlock Holmes story, some

aidsweremade,and hese are:

1 A list of words with their definitions that may or may not be rfew
the readers and they are both bolded and sorted as they appear in {hectexinex
4).

1 A list of characters that features both a picture asbort description
of their role within the short storfgee annex)5

1 The short story was dividedtmeight pages and at the enflevery
page,some followup questionanust be answered sbat students can be sure that
they hadgotten the grasp of that specifiage(see annex)6 These questionsould
helpthemto enhancehe knowledge of the story while they also put into pradtiee
new vocabularyit is also essential to state the fawt these questions were onled
as accompaniment and thus, they were only monitored byetdearchebut not
graded.

A Finally, studentsvere alsguidedthroughout the weeks through instant

messages anddeoconferences.
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2.2 Methods

Quali-quantitative approach

This research projegtasbasedon a mixed approach as itdheeatures
of both qualitative and quantitative characteristitise former one was used
because it gave a broad look regarding both the attitude and performance
throughout the research proce$e latter one, as stated Bgena2017), was
employed to aalyze statistically the data that had been collected throughout
the research projecthis research project usbdth a pre and posestto grade
student sé vocadnu ivas mgcesdany tovahalyzd gheores
guantitativelyto find whether thegan fulfill it successfully or not. ireover,
Finally, these two approaches helped the researcher to find conclusions

regardingthe useshort stories and the acquisition of vocabulary.

Field Research

According to Sabino (2014), field research is the most suitable
methodology if the researcher wants to collect information for a specific
purpose. Still, it is also not possible to avdite factthat the orgoing
pandemichatdoes not allow the researcher to be withe classroom bunly
in a virtual classroonNonethelessthe researcher gave both synchronous and
asynchronous help to the students whenever they reqMéover, virtual
accompaniment was given to the students throughout the research tbe that

objectives of the research could be met.
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Bibliographic

According to Matos. (2@0), this research project alseas labeled asa
documentary investigation as information abadifferent investigations was
used to carry out this research project. Throughout the investigation,
bibliographic sources such as books, journatsd websites were used to collect
information regarding both short stories and the acquisition of vocabulaeyefore,
this knowledge was used to carry out the investigation and tdl ftsfiobjectives as

well.
Descriptive research

Descriptive research, Sampieri (2010) stated that it describes the properties and
any important feature of the population, sitoa. So, in this research projecthiad
been gathered informatiorto about vocabulary knowledge of the studeniBhis
information was used to describe accuratehetherthere is a relationship between

the acquisition of vocabulary and thleortstoriesor not
Pre-experimental Research

This research projeds alsopre-experimentahs there are no control groups.
Zambrano(2010) stated hat a treatment will be applied aftdre pretestto find
whetherthere are differences in the results of the {est in comparison to the pre
test It is also important to point out the fact that the test was taken without students
knowing that they were going to be evaluated.

It was essential to use this researchthmdologyto determine the effect

produced by the independent variable (short stories) on the dependent variable
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(vocabulary acquisition). This modality provides a trustworthy method to

determine the relationship of cause and effect between both variables

Population

This research project was carried in Ecuador, Tungurahua province, in
the city of Ambato.with students from PINERedagogia de los Idiomas
Nacionales y ExtranjerpstUniversidad Técnica de Ambatbwas necessary

the participation of 29 students fronf' Semester.

Tablel

Population
Population Number of populations Percentage %
Students 29 100%
Total 29 100%

Note: This tableshowsthe mppulation of the Fifth semester BEdagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y
Extranjerosat Universidad Técnica de Ambato.

Hypothesis

The two hypothess that vere being used in this research work are the

following:

H:  Short stories contribut® the acquisition of vocabulary.

Ho  Short stories do not contributethe acquisition of vocabulary.
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CHAPTER 1lI

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Analysis and discussion of results

In this chaptg the results of both the pre and ptest that were obtained by
the researcher are analyzéd start with the study, the adptedvocabularytest
explained in Chapter lwas given to 29 students frothe 5" semester of PINE
(Pedhgoda delLosldiomas Nacionales y Extranjejasom UniversidadTécnica de
Ambato. After that, guidance was given to the students throughout the week to read
the whole Sherlock Holmes short story. Taccompanimentvas explained in detail

in Chapteil, but itincluded:

1 Eightlists of new words withtheir definition that were sorted as they appeared
in theshort story(see annex)4

1 Alist of characters with both a small description of their role and a picture (see
annex gee annex)5

1 The short storys divided irto eight pages and at the eofdeverypage some
follow-up questionsnust be answerediily so that students can be sure that
they have gotten the grasp of that specific flage annex)6

7 Itis also essential to state the fact ttegt researcher provided help when the

students requireid through instant messages and videoconferences.

These tools were used to help with the reading comprehension of the short
story. Afterward, the same adapted test was given to the students astesposhe
St u d e-mestvasaddptedo make the statistical analysis which was later used to

verify thehypothesis and to reach the conclusions
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3.2 Interpretation of Data

Representation of Studentégrades

To classify the results of both the pre and the post test, itcoasidered

appropriateto use avaluation scaldrom the same place that the reseawchurred.

Therefore, the valuation scatef AfiuUni ver si dad

organizestudents according to their grades.

Table2

Representation of Studedggades

T®c n itoc a

Grades
Ranks From To
Deficient 0 3.9
Regular 4 6,9
Good 7 7.9
Very Good 8 8,9
Excellent 9 10

de

Note: Thistablewas taken from th&egulation of the Student Assessment Systefmdfni ver si dad

T®cnica de Ambat oo

(https://www.uta.edu.ec/v3.2/uta/reglamentosinternos/RESOLUCI%C3%93N18IH

2017REGLAMENTODELSISTEMADEEVAUACIONESTUDIANTILDELAUTA.pdf)
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Figurel

Sudert s 6 c | aaceordihg tactlegireit cersresalts s

70,00%

62,07%
60,00%
50,00%

40,00%

30.00% 27,61%

20,00%

10,00%
3,44% 3,44% 3,44%

0,00%
Deficient: 0-3.9 Regular: 4-6.9 Good: 7-7.9 Very Good: 8- Excellent: 9-10
8.9

Figure 1: Thisfigure shows the @ssification of theesults of the préest addressed to teudentgrom
fifth semestero f Pedagogia de los Idiom&sacionalesy Extranjegoso according to theshart ofthe
Regul ation of the Student Assedmbateont System of Al

Analysis and Interpretation

As it can be seen in Figutke the grades of theretest of 29 studentsare
representedvith a bar graphicOnly 3 studentswhich represent 10286 of the
populationgot a grade equal or above to seveom this group, 1 student was on the
Afgoodo group, 1 was odwasdre tilver ye xoeldloe my
On the other han®6 students whirepresenB9,68% of the populatiorstudents got
scoredelow seven. From this group, 8 studagdt a score belowour which put them
Adeficient groupo, abdefgutbutdessrinarssevidirank i ne d ¢

them in theregulan group
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Thus theseaesuls show thamoststudentdack the vocabulary toomprehend
the text.To improve these scoresudents mushcrease theilexis knowledgeso that

they can not only read the text but to understand it as well.
Treatment and Posttest

After obtaining the results, it could be seen t88163% of the population
needed to improve their scores. Therefore, the researcher proceeded to give the
students the short story with its accompaniment which was explairibd detailin

Chapter Il andat the beginning of thishapterput it consisted of:

1 Eight lists of new words with their definitiorsée annex$4

1 Alist of charactersgee annex)5

1 The short storys divided irto eight pages and at the eaflevery pagevith
some followup (see annex)6

1 Help through both synchronous and asynchronous communication tools.

Throughout the week, studeftadt o r ead A A CogSrértharf | den
ConanDoyle andfulfill the activities that were part of theccompanimentStill, it is
also essential to state the fact these activities were only monitored by the researcher

but not graded.

After finishing with the short story, the students had to take thetgsisso that

the researcher could findhetherthere had been any change in the results aktte
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Figure2
Studentsod classifi @etsitdn saacsruditrsg t o t h

40,00% 37,93%

35,00%

30,00% 27,58%
25,00%

20,69%
20,00%

15,00% 13,79%

10,00%

5,00%

0,00%
0,00%

Deficient: 0-3.9 Regular: 4-6.9 Good: 7-7.9 Very Good: 8- Excellent: 9-10
8.9

Figure 2: This figure shows the lassification of the results of thposttest addressed to the students
from fifth s e me s tPedagogid de libs Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjesiosording to the chart of
the Regul ation of the Student AsAnbatodément System

Analysis and Interpretation

The 29 students had to take the pdest (see annex 1) after finishing reading
the short storyin A Ca s e oby SrIAdhlenmConanDgyle. This testhasa text
with 10 gaps, each with four possible choicesstfakersmustread the text to choose
the word thasuitsbest in the blank sections of ttext These gaps are mostly intended
to test vocabulary, but prepositions, modal vepbsnouns, and connectives are tested

as well.

As it can be seen in Figu the grades of thegsttest ofthesestudents are
represented with a bar graph. It can be noticedthstudents which represes®,20%

of the population got a gradsual or above to seven. From this groupstudens
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which represent 37,93%ereo n t h e A g8which deprgsenv2r,p8%tudents
wereon t he fvery 6gvbiahdepresent 20,69tudanisdereon the
Aexcel | erMn thg otheruhpnmab. students which represedB, 7% of the
population students got scores below seWérs whole group got scores that put them

in the regular group.

These results show that 86,20% which represergtstudents improved their
scores as only five of the twentyne students got scores below seven. It also means
that the short story helped them to improve their acquisition of vocabulary and thus,

they improved their scores.
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Figure3

Comparison betweethe scores of the pre and passts

0
70,00% 62.07%
60,00%
50,00%

0,
40,00% 37,93%

30.00% 27,61% 27,58%

20,69%
20,00% 13,79%

10,00% [ 00% 3,44% 3,44% 3,44%
, 0
0,00%

Deficient: 0-3.9 Regular: 4-6.9 Good: 7-7.9 Very Good: 8- Excellent: 9-10
8.9

Pre-test m Post-test

Figure 3: This figure shows the eamparison of the results of the pre and gest which were both
addressed to the students from fifthe me s tPedagogiaf de s Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjeros
of AUniversidad T®cnica de Ambatood.

As it can be seen in Figu® the scores of both the pre and ptestts are
presented through laar graph.The scores of the pitest were not satisfactory as all
only three studenta/hich represent 1026 of the populatiorhad scores equal or
above seven. Meanwh|l26 students whichepresent 89@) got scores below seven.
In comparison, after applying the treatme2i,students which represent 86,2@fut
scores above seven, whichmeanstiieyn t he fAgoodo gr obp. On

students which represent 13,79% of plopulation students got scores below seven.

Therefore,it can benoticedthat there isa positive influence of using short
stories to improve the acquisition of vocabulary as the average improved in the post
test in comparison to the results of the-fms. Still, short stories need to be given
alongside guidand®e have positive results. Within this research it could be, seene

aids were given as accompanimantlin the end, studentmproved their scores
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3.3 Verification of the Hypothess

Hypothesis

The two hypothess that vereused in this research work are the following:
Hi1  Short stories contribute the acquisition of vocabulary.
Ho  Short stories do not contributethe acquisition of vocabulary.

To verify the hypothesis, the -Btudent was used, and its procedure is the

following:
Pretest Posttest
w —_ w e
0 0
A
o 2= . oqgqm
. Cw w —00
o thtuy G
w Xvyo

The first step was to calculate the average of the pre andgsbst

o oo represent the average of the pre and-festt respectively.

Pretest Posttest
® . ®
0 0
oYp_ . PXPO.
Y aThTUJ Y < o xh @
oYp . XPOo -~
Y a) pdin.IJT Y H) UXDTX
Y caygpiyr Y ouXxXqupTx
Y opwy Y phpcu
Y plwgo Y opltxt

Thesecondstep was to calculatee standard deviation.

"YR'Y represent the standard deviation of the pre andtpsstrespectively.
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Pretest Posttest

. Y . Y
u(q_ T2 ”0“_ I
v p u p
. pwcC o . pg X T
o Mg w p o Mg w p
. plwgo
,,O\r pg— I
G W L of _ph;_xr
of pwg o NG g
" it W p o ple X T
2o TU@o " uit wp
of TiT T T

The third step was to calculates standard error of both averages.

, 6, of represent the standard error of the average of the pre antegpst

respectively.

” ” (I) ” (1)

, mo@o Tig T 7T
; Tip o p T L X
Tip Y Y
it oo

The fourth step was twalculatethe standard error of the difference

It is represented with

O —_—
th T gxhv o
Tt 0 ©
ofp o Y
i oo

o xfttx

The fifth step was to convert the difference between sample means to standard
error units of the difference
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Qa0 0 ¢
QO ¢ W W
Qo v o

The sixth step was to find the number of degrees of freefiordo so, it was

necessary to add both populas@md then, that result must bebtractedwo.

T reasorr 7247
T reason of the tabke 2,003
GL=56
P =0,05

Therefore, the null hypothesis rejected while the alternative hypothesis is
accepted. This is confirmed by the fact thatTheason should be greater than 2,003

to be accepted and tbhbtained Treason is 7,24 Mherefore theshort stories improve

the acquisition of vocabulary in the fifthe me st er  $é¢dagdgtandbas o f

Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjekps of fAUni ver si dad T®cni
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St u d e fAlresdbwgth SPSS

On theotherhand, the hypothesis was also verified with SPSS software and

these are the results.

Table3.
T-test
Paired Differences
| < < 95%
ean td. Deviation td. Deviation td. Error Confidence Interval of the
Mean Difference
L L
ower pper D -Value
air 3,13793 83342 15476 3,45495 3,45495 2,82092 20,276 8 000

re-test and
posttest

Note: This tableshows the grification of the hypothesis with the scores of both the pre anetgsist

which were both addressed to the students framf t h s dedegediaale losddiomds Nacionales
y Extranjeros using theSPSS®program

These results were obtainedth a T-testwhich wascarried out iNSPSS® It
is observed that the. Valueisl ess t han the | evel of si
reason, the null hypothes(slo) is rejected, and the alternative hypothedis) is
accepted. Thus, th&hort stories improve the acquisition of vocabulary in the-fifth
semester sPedagbgianleé Los Ididmas fiNacionales y Extranjedos o f

~

fUni versidad T®cnica de Ambatoo.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Conclusions

After carrying out this research work, it was possible to reach to the following

conclusions.

1 Through this investigation, it was identified that short stories can be used to
acquire vocabulary. These stories can provide plots that are both interesting
andeasy to follow and, in this way, students can read them effortlessly while
learning new wordsThis was proved as the population with which this
research was carried out, showed positive repokgtive results as the grades
of the posttest indicate ircomparison to thenes from theretest. Still, it is
also important to state the fact that different aids must be used as
accompaniment to help witthe reading process and consequently with the
acquisition of vocabulary.

1 Thanks to the development of this research work, it has been found that there
are studies that show that short stories can be used as reading tools within the
classroom to improve thecquisition of vocabulary. Nonetheless, it is still
essential to specify that while short stories are contained in both narrative and
characters. they are still able to provide a rewarding plot while being shorter
than novels.

1 It was identified that duringhe reading process of a text, the vocabulary
knowledge influences its comprehension. Some students are not able to

understand it as they do not know most
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this problem often have trouble with the reading processlacomes more
difficult because of the lack of comprehension.

The effectiveness of using short stories in the acquisition of vocabulary was
confirmed through this research project and with the verification of the
hypothesis. It also was proved by thetfdloat there was a substantial
improvement in the grades of the ftest in comparison to the ones from the
posttest. This was thanks to the use of a short story alongside aids that were

used as an accompaniment for the acquisition of vocabulary.
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4.2 Recommendations

1 To improve the acquisition of vocabulamth short stories, it is essential to
provide guidance. While studentanread by themselveshey need to be
supervisedn this process, this can be done by supervising them or by giving
them different tools as accompaniment material.

1 There are mangtifferent types of reading materials, including short sto8es.
it is recommended that teachers empha#iimer benefits & that students
become acquainted tase different texts as a reading tool to improve their
English skills and the acquisition of vocabulary.

1 Both teachers and learnemsust realize the fact that vocabulary greatly
influences reading comprehension. Therefohe former should use activities
that improve its acquisition while the latter should recognize that to improve
reading comprehension, they need to acquire as much vocabulary as possible.

1 It has been demonstrated through this research projectshioat stories
improve the acquisition of vocabulary. Therefotasisuggested to continue
usingthese reading materiaidongside guidance to improve thearningof
vocabulary Teachers could use different materials as accompaniment, or they

could emplg the ones used in this research project.

41



References

Baena, G. (2017Metodologia de la Investigacion: Serie Integral por competencias

México: Patria.

Blakeley S. What is ReadingDefinition & Process. (2016, October 13). Retrieved
from https://study.com/academy/lesson/wisateadingdefinition-

process.html.

Biswas, A., & Rahman (2017, Decembdrpachingof Grammar Through Short

Stories.In Journal of Science and Technology, 7(1 & 2):-199

Boers, F. (2018)intentional versusncidental learning. The TESOL Encyclopedia of

English Language Teaching6.
Chomsky, N. (2003).anguage achitedure. Barcelona: Editorial Kairos.

Clark C., & Rumbold K. (2006, NovembeReading for pleasure: A research

overview Retrieved fromhttps:/files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED496343.pdf.

Cline, F., Johnstone, C., & King, T. 2006. Focus Group Reaction to Three

Definition of Reading (as Originally Developed in Support NARAP Goal

1). Minneapolis, M.N.: National Accessible ReadAgsessmenroject.

Choi, S. (2016)Effects of L1 and L2 glosses on incidental vocabulary acquisition and

lexical representationd.earning and Individual Differences, 45, 1343.

Ceylan, N. O. (208). Using short stories in reading skills class. Proce8icial and

Behavioral Science32, 311315.

42



Encyclopedia Britannica. (2019, January Figtion. Retrieved September 20, 2020,

from https://www.britannica.com/art/fictiehterature.

Erlandsson, T.& Wallgren Gutierrez, S. (2017)ncidental Vocabulary Acquisition
through Reading: A Literature Review Examining Vocabulary Acquisition,
ReadingComprehensiorand their Connection (DissertatiorRRetrieved from

http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:liu:di20095.

Fattah, S. (2016). The Effectiveness of a TaBlased Instruction program in
Developing th&nglish Language Speaking Skills of Secondary Stage Student.

Egipto: Ain Sham&Jniversity

Florez, M. A. (B99). mpr ovi ng Adult English Languag

ERIC Digest. (ERIC Document Reproduction Service No. ED: 435204)

Florida Atlantic University. (2018, August 23Ehildren take longer to learn two
languages at once compared to just.oBeienceDaily. Retrieved September

12, 2020 from www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/08/180823092018.htm

Gonzalez, B., & Schmitt, N. (201 A/ocabulary acquisitionThe Routledge handbook

of instructed second language acquisition,-288.

Hansen, A. J. (2019, February 0&hort story Retrieved October 122020, from

https://www.britannica.com/art/shestory.

Hernandez Sampieri, R., Fernandez Collado, C., & Baptiscio, M. D. (2010).

Metodologia De Ldnvestigaciorbtaedicion México: Editorial Mexicana.

Hung, H. T. (2015)Intentional vocabulary learning using digital flashcar@snglish

Language Teaching, 8(10), xQ72.

43



Kohan, N. & Pourkalhor, O. (2013)eaching reading comprehension through short
stories in advanakclassesAsian journal of social sciences & humanities,

2(2), 5260.

Kingsbury, M. (2019, November 2@).Reader's Guide to Fiction and Nonfiction Book
Genres.Retrieved September 20, 2020, frdrtips://bookriot.com/guidéo-

bookgenres/.

LANGUAGE | meaning in théambridge English Dictionaryn.d.). Retrieved from

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/language.

Las Positas College. (n.d)Fiction Retrieved September 12, 2020,

http://www.laspositascollege.edu/raw/fiction.php

Las Positas College. (n.d)Nonfiction Retrieved September 12, 2020,

http://www.laspositascollege.edu/raw/nonfiction.php

Lebedev, J. (n.d.). English Vocabulary Retrieved from

https://www.usalearns.org/endiisocabulary.

Literature |Definition of literature in English by Lexico Dictionarig#.d.). Retrieved

from https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/literature.

Matos Ayala, A. (2020)Investigacion Bibliogréafica: Definicion, Tipos, Técnicas.

Retrieved fromhttps://www.lifeder.com/investigaciebibliografica.

Morehouse K. (2017, August 19yhat Are the Four Language SkillsihguaCore.

Retrieved fromhttps://www.linguacore.com/blog/tHeur-skills/.

44



Munodawafa DavisonCommunication: concepts, practice and challenges, Health
EducationResearch, Volume 23, Issue 3, June 2008, Pagés3369

https://doi.org/10.1093/her/cyn024

Nagy, W. (2001)On the role of context in firsand secondanguage vocabulary
learning. In Schmitt, N., & McCarthy (Eds.), Vocabulary: Description,
acquisition and pedagogy. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Retrieved fromhttps://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED391152.pdf.

Naveed, F. (2012, March 1TQoncept of speaking and listening skiRetrieved from
https://www.masscommunicationtalk.com/coneepspeakingandlistening

skills.html.

Naveed, F. (2016, Novembeb)2 Definition and Techniques of Writing Skill.
Retrieved from https://www.masscommunicationtalk.com/definitand

techniqus-of-writing-skill. html.

Nordquist, R. (2020, June 29What Is Nonverbal CommunicationRetrieved
September 12, 2020, frorttps://www.thoughtco.com/wh#g-nonverbal

communicationl691351.

Nordquist, R. (2019, June 3@0¥hy Words That Are Borrowed Are Never Given Back.
Retrieved September 12, 2020, fromttps://www.thoughtco.com/whdas-

borrowinglanguagel689176.

Olson, D. R. (2020, March  31).Writing . Encyclopedia  Britannica .

https://www.britannica.com/topic/writing

45



Pawvareshbar, F., & Ghoorchaei, B. (2018he effect of using short stories on
vocabulary learning of Iranian EFL learnerSheory and Practice in Language

Studies, 6(7), 1476483.

Rahma D. (2020, Marchsi ng Onl i ne Short Stories to
Habit. In 7th International Conference on English Language and Teaching

(ICOELT 2019) (pp. 14a44). Atlantis Press.

Ramos, R., & Dario, F. (2015cidental vocabulary learning in second language
acquisition: A literature reviewProfile Issues in TeachersProfessional

Development, 17(1), 15766.

Rodriguez A. (Jan./Apr. 2013tudents' Language Skills Development through Short

Stories.lkala, revista de lenguaje y cultura, 22(1), 103.
Sabino, C. (2014El proceso de investigacioiditorial Episteme

Sapir, E. (1954l lenguaje; introduccién al estudio del hablegd. Antonio Alatorre

y Margit Frenk, FCEMéxico.
Saricoban, E., & Metin, E. (2000Bongs, Verse and Games for Teacl@rgmmar.
Yhe Internet TESL Journal.

Stahl, S. A. (2005 Four probl ems with teaching wor
make vocabul ary an i ninEld.HeldertgmdM.t.. of i
Kamil (eds.), Teaching and learning vocabulary: Bringing research to practice,

Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.

46



Willkomm, A. (2018, July 12)Five Types of CommunicatioRetrieved September
12, 2020, from  https://drexel.edu/goodwin/professalstudies

blog/overview/2018/July/Fivgypesof-communication/.

Zambrano, S. (2010)Exposicion sobre Disefios de la Investigaci@isefios

Preexperimentales.

47



Annexes

ANNEX 1: PROCESS TO ADAPTTHE TEST

Brave William Baldock, (0)
when she fell downstairs. William quickly rang (26)
discovered his mother had broken her leg. In spite of being frightened, he {27)

the emergency services what had happened and answerex all the questions they asked

WILLIAM THE HERO!

him. He also telephoned his father (28) .

explain what he had (29)...........

William looked after his 18-month-old sister.

When ambulance man Steve Lyn went to the house, he was amazed: t's (31)..........
that a young boy of six knew the right number to (32) .
the correct information. (33) .

(34) . there immediately.”

Mrs Baldock left hospital yesterday, very (38)

)
.. of William's quick

i six years old, is a hero after helping his mother
an ambulance when he

waork, and then his grandmother, to

‘While waiting for (30) people to come,

. to both William and the ambulance:

. and was able o give us
thinking, we were able to

service.
26 ATo B Off C For D With 1

27 Asaid B Talked C Spoke DTold  +———
28 Aln B At COn D By

29 ADone B Made C Acted D Worked

30 AThese B Every C Each D This

31 APleased B Fine C Clever D Great

32 APut B Set C Dial D Hit

33 ASince B Because CAs D Although

34 A Manage B Find C Get D Reach

35 AAgreeable B Happy C Grateful D Approving

ost3

teading - Part §

luestions 26-35

tead the text below and choose the correct word for each space
‘or each question, mark the correct letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.

xample: 3
A get B help € have D give &
e (A EEE]
WATER
You're thirsty and you (0)...... yourself a glass of water. Do you ever

become (33)

it turns into clouds, which are (32)
. the water falls back onto the earth as rain.

(26) how old that water really is? The glass of water that you're
(27) ........ to drink may have fallen from the sky as rain only last week.
Haowever, water itself has been around pretty much as (28) ......... as the earth
has! In fact, (29) oceans, seas and rivers cover 70% of the earth, there
iS @ (30) ......... supply of water, which keeps on moving round the earth. This
is (31) of what's known as the water cycle. The sun heats up water and

from water vapour. When the clouds

Of course, clean water is absolutely essential for good health. The amount of

A Case of Identity

As he said, what interest could anyone have in bringing me to the doors of the
church, and then leaving me? Now, if he had borrowed my money, or if he had
married me and got my money settled on him, there might be some reason,
but Hosmer was very independent about money and never would look at a
shilling of mine. And yet, what could have happened? And why could he not
write? Oh, it drives me half-mad to think of it, and | can’t sleep a wink at night.”
She pulled a little handkerchief out of her muff and began to sob heavily into
it. “I shall glance into the case for you,” said Holmes, rising, “and | have no
doubt that we shall reach some definite result. Let the weight of the matter
rest upon me now, and do not let your mind dwell upon it further. Above all,

safe drinking water has gone up around the world, but (34) ........ one billion
people still lack easy (35) ......... to clean water.

26 A Decide B Enquire C Wonder D Suggest
27 AAround B Ahead CAlong D About
28 ASoon B Far CEarly D Long
29 AUnless B Although C Until D Despite
30 A Limited B Narrow CSlim D Lacking
31 A Except B Due C Because D Instead
32 ARisen B Formed C Raised D Found
33 AStrong B Heavy C Complete D Broad
34 A Mostly B Particularly C Approximately D Handle

35 A Access

B Admission

CEntry

D Contact

Pl

Whatever you (0) ...

journey (33) ...

San Francisco

Gate Bridge is just as spectacular. I's no (26)
world's (27) ...

Francisco (29) ...........

One of the most (32) ...

... should be saved for a sunny day so that you can (34)

... for from a visit to San Francisco in the USA, you won't bt

disappointed. The hills are just as steep as you imagined they would be, and the Golder

. then that the city is among the

tourist destinations. (28) ......... many people live there, Sar

more like a small town than a city of more than 4 million people

s (30) ........... on the water, its parks, and its hills all (31) .......... that you can neve

see further than a few blocks.

. frips is a drive across the Golden Gate Bridge. This is a

the fantastic view, and Golden Gate Park has wonderful gardens, (35) ..

addition 1o being great for a picnic.

26 A Guess

Source Four PETexamand a fragment of AA
Adapted by: Vallejo C. (2020)
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B Excuse C Question D Surprise

35 A Discover

case

of

try to let Mr. Hosmer Angel vanish from your memory, as he has done from i: ::S;T:LIIZ:E :;:Zdes E Zr::::: g ;‘:;p“e
your life.” “Then you don’t think I'll see him again?” “I fear not.” “Then what 29 AShows B Fits C Seems D Makes
has happened to him?” “You will leave that question in my hands. | should like 9. 30 Alocation B Point C Each D This
an accurate description of him and any letters of his which you can spare.” I — —*31 Adllow B Mean Clet D meﬁd
32 A Amazed B Popular Cinterested D Paositive
advertised for him in last Saturday’s Chronicle,” said she. “Here is the slip and 8. 533 AWho BWhere  CWhich D What
here are four letters from him.” “Thank you. And your address?” “No. 31 Lyon 34 AAdmire B Approve C Accept D Attract
Place, Camberwell.” “Mr. Angel's address you never had; | understand. Where 35 Aln BAs c€on DBv
is your father’s place of business?” “He travels for Westhouse & Marbank, the m‘:’;;
great claret importers of Fenchurch Street.” “Thank you. You have made your Fioad e 4ent e and c1i008 the COMSE word 10r-06Ch Spoe.
statement very clearly. You will leave the papers here and remember the Z::::'”“m"' et it h bt e e
advice which | have given you. Let the whole incident be a sealed book, and o - ¢ oy R
do not allow it to affect your life.” “You are very kind, Mr. Holmes, but | cannot —
do that. | shall be true to Hosmer. He shall find me ready when he comes Sharks
back” Sharks are (0). i the most frightening creatures in our aceans, They
are well prepared for feeding under water because they can (26)
1. A.said B. told C. talked D. spoke very wel, and they can aka 27) mavement through special lines
—2. Alin B.on C. by D.at an the sides of their bodies. These make sharks very (28) for
. A.got B. helped C. had D. gave sl sea creatures that become thei food
4. A.one B. some C.any D. many Although sharks are similar (29) other fish ina
5. A.watch B. look C. notice D.see  —— number of ways, their bodies are different, For example, unlike other fish, most sharks
—b6. A, strongly B. heavily C.completely D. broadly «—— an o i all the me in order (o breathe and stay alive,
7. A.ought B. need C. must D. should 61 they hardly sleep at all. Also, i sharks are tumed over
8. A.who B. where C. which D. what on thelr bacls, they can siop movieg 02) - This 6 2 very
9. A allow B. mean C.let D. intend ekl incimique for resemrclinns 009 0 ofhm repiend 13
10. A.So B.as C. but D.or —— Ba thpeks. 1 sllows e b0 0
out more about these nating creatures.
LS5 :
26 A Watch B Look CNotice D See
27 ATouch B Feel CKnow D Catch
28 ADangerous B Difficult CSerious D Important
7. 29 A With B From CTo D of
‘———30 A Ought B Need C Must D Should
L2031 aso B As CBut  DOr
32 APerfectly BFinally  CFully D Completely
33 A Which B Who CWhat D Whose
34 ASort B Care C Deal D Handle

BSearch CFind D Study

l dentityo by



ANNEX 2: SHORT STORY

SourceiThe Adventures of Sherl ock Hol meso
Written by: Sir Conan A. 1892
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